
COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 
 

Present: Councillor Jeanette Forster (Chair), Mayor Mike Starkie,  
Councillors  David Banks, Jackie Bowman, Hugh Branney, Graham Calvin, 
James Date, Gwynneth Everett, JosephGhayouba, Jeffrey Hailes, Tom Higgins, 
Linda Jones-Bulman, Joan Hully, John Kane, Charles Maudling, Ged McGrath, 
Michael McVeigh, Sam Meteer, David Moore, Steven Morgan, Brian O'Kane, 
Sam Pollen, Andy Pratt, Russell Studholme, Peter Tyson, Eileen Weir and 
Felicity Wilson. 
 
Officers: Pat Graham (Chief Executive), Sarah Pemberton (Director of Corporate 
Services and Commercial Strategy (Monitoring Officer)), Steven Brown (Director 
of Financial Resources), Clinton Boyce (Solicitor), Stephanie Shaw (Electoral and 
Democratic Services Manager), Clive Willoughby (Democratic Services Officer), 
Rose Blaney (Democratic Services Officer (Scrutiny)), Andrew Clarke 
(Communications and Engagement Manager) and Lesley Taylor (PA to the 
Mayor) 
 
 

C 21/11 Suspension of Rule of Debate 14.1  
 
Councillor David Moore moved a motion to suspend Rule of Debate 14.1 for this 
meeting, to allow Members to remain seated, if they wished. whilst addressing 
Council. It was seconded by Councillor Steven Morgan and 
 
RESOLVED –that Rule of Debate 14.1 be suspended for this meeting. 
 

C 21/12 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Allan Forster, 
Fred Gleaves, Mike Hawkins, Graham Minshaw and Doug Wilson. 
 

C 21/13 Minutes of the meeting held on 25 May 2021  
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 25 May 2021 be signed by 
the Chair as a correct record, subject to it being noted that during the meeting 
Councillor Charles Maudling notified Council that he had joined the Conservative 
Party.  
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C 21/14 Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items  
 
Councillor Joan Hully declared a non pecuniary interest due to being in receipt of 
Council Tax benefits, a Cleator Moor Town Councillor and a member of Regen 
NE Copeland.  
Councillor Jackie Bowman also declared a non pecuniary interest due to being in 
receipt of Council Tax benefits.  
 

C 21/15 Chair's Announcements  
 
The Chair asked members to adhere to the Covid-19 restrictions around social 
distancing. 
 

C 21/16 Petitions  
 
It was noted that no petitions had been received from members of the public. 
 

C 21/17 Questions from Members of the Public  
 
There were no questions received from members of the public. 
 

C 21/18 Questions by Members  
 
a) Written Questions  
 
There were no written questions from Members.  
 
The Chair reminded Council that written questions should be submitted to the 
Monitoring Officer at least three clear working days in advance, as per the 
Constitution. 
 
b) Oral Questions  
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman referred to the Council meeting held on 27 April 2021, 
where the Chief Executive advised members that a briefing would be held 
regarding properties acquired by the Council, and asked when that briefing was 
going to take place. 
In response, the Chief Executive advised that a programme was being put 
together and that the action would not be forgotten. 
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman congratulated the Council staff for the work they had 
undertaken during the Covid-19 pandemic. Then asked since the Copeland Open 



for Business Campaign started how many new businesses have opened and how 
many have closed, prior to the  
Covid-19. 
The Mayor undertook to provide a written response.  
 

C 21/19 Mayor's Executive Report  
 
In asking the Mayor, Mike Starkie to introduce his Executive Report, Members 
were advised that questions would be taken at the end of each portfolio report.   
 
The Mayor introduced the Executive report by highlighting a number of items. 
These included:- 

 £22.5m awarded to the Cleator Moor Town Deal and thanks was 
expressed to the Town Deal Board and the Officers for their work. 

 The result of the Millom Town Deal bid was expected soon and 
expectations were high for a similar outcome. 

 The Whitehaven Bus Station had now opened and Barclays Eagle Labs had 
reported a successful launch. The Peddler was also reporting positive 
feedback. 

 The former Barclays Bank building had been purchased and leased to 
Power Bikes. 

 Work was about to commence on The Edge. 

 The former Whittles building had been purchased by BEC and work was 
due to start there shortly. 

 Progress on Mark House and the former Bus Garage sites was also about 
to start. 

 The Red Lion and Tommy Kelly’s in Egremont had been demolished and 
purchased by BEC and is now ready for redevelopment. 

 A new Play Park had opened in Millom.  
 
The Mayor was confident that further funding opportunities were coming up 
and he stated he would be keen to obtain as much funding as possible for all 
areas of the borough. 
 
The Executive Report was then moved by the Mayor. 
 
Questions were then invited on the Mayor’s Strategic Leadership portfolio 
 
Councillor Steven Morgan welcomed the news on funding for Cleator Moor and 
asked if the Mayor would continue to support other areas of the borough with 
their funding bids specific projects in the future. 
The Mayor replied that he would. 
 



Councillor Hugh Branney echoed the Mayor in thanking the volunteers of the 
Town Deal bid and the Council’s officers for their support. 
 
Note: Councillor Hugh Branney declared a non pecuniary interest at this point 
due to being a member of the Cleator Moor Town Deal board.  
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman referred to the Levelling Up bid and asked if the 
Whitehaven bid had gone in. 
The Mayor replied that the Cleator Moor bid had been submitted and the 
Whitehaven bid had not, as yet. A number of projects that were going to be 
included in the Whitehaven bid are going ahead regardless. 
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Bowman asked specifically about King Street. 
In response, the Mayor advised that a number of properties in King Street had 
been purchased and progress with these was being made. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh asked about the Borderlands fund and the £3m 
funding secured for Egremont, as reported in the Whitehaven News. However, 
when enquiring with Cumbria County Council, they confirmed that Egremont 
had received nothing. 
The Mayor replied that money from the Borderlands Fund was heading for 
Copeland and the Executive agreed to re-direct this to Egremont, a decision 
endorsed by the County’s Local Area Committee. Egremont now needs to come 
up with plans. 
 
Councillor Sam Pollen advised that Egremont had a Town Team set up and was 
looking towards an autumn submission. 
With regards communications, it was asked if when new projects were 
launched, the local people, local councillors and the staff involved should be 
included.  
 
Councillor Felicity Wilson thanked the council officers, the local community and 
the Mayor for their help in the submission of the Millom Town Deal bid and was 
hopeful for a successful outcome. Councillor Wilson also offered her support to 
other areas of the borough when they were preparing bids in the future. 
 
Councillor Dave Banks stated he was proud to be part of a council that was 
achieving, but was disappointed at the lack of information being shared with 
Members. As an example, Councillor Banks referred to the Red Lion site in 
Egremont, requesting that the Town and Borough councillors have input into 
what is going on that site and give them some involvement. 
The Mayor agreed to pick this up when the project moved into the next phase. 
 



Councillor Joseph Ghayouba congratulated Millom on its new Play Park and 
asked if Copeland had taken on the maintenance, if not, who has, who funded it 
and who would pay. 
In reply, the Mayor stated it was funded through the accelerated funding of the 
Town Deal. 
Councillor Felicity Wilson confirmed that Millom Town Council owned the land 
and have taken on the responsibility for it, including maintenance. 
 
Councillor Linda Jones-Bulman referred to the poor road infrastructure and 
asked what could be done. 
The Mayor agreed but this was not within the council’s remit. Local Government 
Reform may help in this area. 
The Chief Executive also agreed and noted that the planning process picked up 
these issues through section 106 agreements. Funding was also available that 
the County Council could apply for. There was also an opportunity through 
Levelling Up 2 towards the end of this year. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney referred to the Ennerdale Valley superfast broadband 
and asked if this was a casualty of Egremont getting borderlands funding. 
The Chief Executive clarified that this was a different funding stream. 
 
Councillor Eileen Weir, with regard to commercialisation, the Dixon’s building 
received £10k for repainting. Now that building is for sale, would the council 
receive a refund. A request was also made for an update from the Chief 
Executive regarding funding. 
The Mayor replied that the Pride of Place fund was available to every business 
across the borough. There was a clawback clause included in all the grants. 
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Weir asked if the Mayor would make public the 
plans for Whitehaven Town Centre and write a newspaper article. 
The Mayor stated that this was a public meeting, but he would be happy to 
write an article for the local newspaper.   
 
Councillor Sam Pollen stated there was a need for a change to be brought about 
by the Local Government Review as, like other district councils, Copeland was 
struggling due to the budget cuts. 
Councillor John Kane noted that a number of properties had been purchased 
and asked who authorised the purchases and why had they not come to full 
Council before going to the press. 
The Mayor replied that the Executive had delegated authority up to a certain 
level. He further stated that agenda papers for every meeting were available to 
all councillors. 
 



Councillor Michael McVeigh explained why he did not attend Executive meeting 
and Councillor Jackie Bowman stated that all councillors need to know what was 
going on. 
 
 
Questions were then invited on Councillor Moore’s Nuclear and Corporate 
Services portfolio 
 
Councillor Sam Pollen referred to a newspaper headline and article regarding a 
possible Geological Disposal Facility in which the portfolio holder was quoted 
and asked if that represented the council’s position.  
Councillor Moore replied that his position was clear when representing the 
council and that was that council’s position had not been agreed and the 
newspaper article had been written by the journalist.  
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Pollen believed the article did not portray the 
council’s position. It was also stated that the nuclear waste was already in 
Copeland and the benefits should be here now. 
Councillor Moore responded that Copeland already received money from the 
Nuclear industry. The community would make the ultimate decision on GDF.  
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman asked what ‘STEP’ stands for  
The Chief Executive advised that it was the Spherical Tokamak for Energy 
Production.  
 
Councillor John Kane asked what had the NDA brought into the area, as their 
remit was to bring in other new industry.  
Councillor Moore replied by listing the Industrial Solutions Hub, Schools, NDA’s 
HQ and many others. The remit of the NDA was to mitigate the impact of the 
clean-up. 
 
Councillor Joseph Ghayouba agreed with Councillor Kane and stated that the 
NDA should be looking at the transition into new jobs as decommissioning 
progresses and asked what the NDA was doing in this respect. 
Councillor Moore replied that looking forward to STEP, SMR’s and AMR’s the 
NDA were developing training for existing Sellafield staff to take on new roles in 
those areas. 
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Ghayouba stated that, as a Sellafield employee, 
he did not believe that Sellafield Ltd were doing enough and were not meeting 
their own targets.  



Councillor Moore noted the comments and advised Councillor Ghayouba that 
many of his questions could be asked through the Strategic Nuclear and Energy 
Board that Councillor Ghayouba was now a member of. 
 
Councillor John Kane commented that over recent years Sellafield Ltd had 
reduced their employees terms and conditions. 
 
Note: Councillor Brian O’Kane left the meeting at this point. 
 
 
Questions were then invited on Councillor Morgan’s Commercial Services 
portfolio 
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman asked if the street cleansing would be for all of 
Copeland. 
Councillor Morgan replied that it would cover the parts of the borough that had 
settlements. 
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Bowman referred to fly-tipping in Lowca and in 
particular the Parish Council wanting to provide and install a gate, but had been 
told ‘no’. 
Councillor Morgan said he would be happy to look into. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh raised an issue in Egremont where a large amount 
of rubbish remained after the waste team had been emptied bins. 
Councillor Morgan replied that he would investigate. 
 
Councillor Linda Jones-Bulman stated that the National Trust were offering 
reduced overnight parking rates and asked if this was something Copeland could 
introduced. 
Councillor Morgan agreed to investigate and consider this option. 
 
Councillor Peter Tyson referred to volunteers litter picking and asked if this was 
legal from a health and safety point of view. 
The solicitor confirmed that a risk assessment had been done and any proposed 
activity would also require a risk assessment. 
 
Councillor Graham Calvin referred to Moor Row Playing Field and a suggestion 
he had made to the Open Spaces Manager, but had not received a reply. 
Councillor Morgan agreed to visit the area with the Open Spaces Manager and 
report back to Councillor Calvin. 
 
 



Councillor Sam Meteer asked  

 if defibrillators were installed in all Council owned buildings,  

 if defibrillators are not installed, could we install, and  

 where defibrillators are provided, are they accessible to the public and 
registered with the North West Ambulance Service. 

The Mayor responded stating that work is already underway to list all the 
defibrillators on Council premises, and a number of sports clubs have also asked 
regarding them. Discussions were also taking place with the North West 
Ambulance Service defibrillator co-ordinator. The Mayor undertook to provide a 
written response.    
 
 
Questions were then invited on Councillor Pratt’s Environment, Place and 
Inclusive Communities portfolio 
 
Councillor Sam Pollen paid tribute to the work of the homelessness officers 
during particularly difficult times and welcomed the new funding that had been 
achieved. 
Councillor Pratt replied that he would be happy to pass on the message to the 
team. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney asked what actions were being undertaken in house 
building to take account of climate change.    
Councillor Pratt replied that the Planning team meet with potential developers 
prior to submission of applications and encourage them to incorporate such 
measures. 
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Branney suggested that the Council should be 
more forceful and not encourage, but demand such measures. He also asked 
what the Council was doing in this respect with its own properties. 
The Chief Executive advised that Copeland had applied for and received some 
decarbonisation funding. Home Group were also designing more sustainable 
homes. 
 
Councillor Joseph Ghayouba stated that 420 new homes were planned for his 
ward and asked how much the Council stood to earn from these, in terms of 
Government incentives, rates, etc.    
The Chief Executive confirmed that as the Planning Authority, no incentives 
were received that would influence any planning decision.  
 
In a supplementary, Councillor Ghayouba asked if the council received a New 
Homes Bonus. 



The Chief Executive stated that the New Homes Bonus had been phased out. It 
was further stated that when new homes were built there were more bins to 
empty and more school places required, etc. 
 
In a further supplementary, Councillor Ghayouba expressed concern at the 
length of time some applications were being taken to process after a ‘minded to’ 
decision. 
In response, Councillor Pratt stated that the return of an application to the 
Planning Panel was determined by the developer and appreciated that some 
applications take longer than others.  
 
RESOLVED: That the Mayor’s Executive report be noted.   
 
 
Note: Councillor Russell Studholme left the meeting at this point. 
 
 

C 21/20 Cleator Moor Town Deal  
 
Council were informed of the offer received from the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) in the sum of £22.5m in respect 
of the Cleator Moor Town Deal bid.  
An update was also provided on the Millom bid which was still under 
consideration by MHCLG. 
 
Mayor Mike Starkie moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor Andy 
Pratt. 
 
Questions were then invited from Members. 
 
Councillor Michael McVeigh asked the Mayor and/or the Chief Executive to 
write to Robert Jenrick MP at MHCLG asking why Egremont had been omitted 
from the Towns Fund bid. 
The Mayor stated he was delighted that two towns in Copeland had successful 
bids. Other funding streams were coming along and he would continue to try to 
get as much funding as possible for all the towns in Copeland. He did not want 
to antagonise the minister and put future funding at risk by writing such a letter. 
 
Councillor Linda Jones-Bulman noted that delivery of the Cleator Moor project 
would be overseen by the Executive and asked if members of Cleator Moor 
Town Council would be involved. 
The Mayor and the Chief Executive confirmed that the Executive would be 
overseeing delivery of the project as the Council was the Accountable Body. The 



Cleator Moor Town Deal Board would continue throughout the project 
development and implementation stage. 
 
RESOLVED: That  
a) the offer made by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local  
    Government (MHCLG) in the sum of up to £22.5m in respect of the 
    Town Deal bid for Cleator Moor as set out in the appendix to the  
    agenda report be accepted, 
b) the Chief Executive be delegated authority to sign heads of terms on 
     behalf of the Council accepting the grant referred to in a) above, 
c) a further report be submitted to Council on the Cleator Moor Town  
    Deal advising Council of the projects chosen by the Town Deal Board  
    to go forward to the next stage and the timescales for developing the 
     business plans for each project or should match funding in excess of  
    £200,000 be obtained, 
d) the position with the Millom Town Deal bid be noted, and 
e) if heads of terms are issued in respect of the Millom Town Deal bid in  
    similar terms to the Cleator Moor terms and provided that the terms  
    must be signed before the next ordinary meeting of Council  
    (7th September 2021) that the Chief Executive be delegated with  
    authority to (i) accept the grant offered and (ii) sign the heads of  
    terms on behalf of the Council. 
 
 

C 21/21 Parliamentary Boundary Review 2023  
 
Council considered a report on the Parliamentary Boundary Review 2023, which 
was seeking views on the initial proposals during the consultation period 
running until 2 August 2021. 
 
Councillor David Moore moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor 
Steven Morgan. 
 
Councillor Hugh Branney expressed a view that linking the west coast with 
Windermere was a nonsense. However, as the recommendation was to delegate 
formulating a response to the Electoral Review Panel, he would save his further 
comments for then. 
 
RESOLVED: That  

a) the initial proposals published by the Boundary Commission be noted, and 
b) responsibility for formulating a consultation response and reporting back 

to Council be delegated to the Electoral Review Panel. 
 



C 21/22 Overview and Scrutiny Committee Annual Report  
 
Consideration was given to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Annual Report 
2020/21, which was presented by Councillor John Kane (Chair of Overview and 
Scrutiny).  
 
In doing so, it was noted that the Covid-19 pandemic had restricted the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee over the last year and a number of items on 
their work plan could not be undertaken. 
It was also noted that the Scrutiny Officer had left during the year and Rose 
Blaney had now taken over that role. Rose was thanked for hitting the ground 
running and for the tremendous support she was already offering. 
Members were then reminded that a number of Task and Finish Groups were 
being set up and membership of those groups was not limited to just OSC 
members, other members would also be very welcome. 
   
Councillor John Kane moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor 
Michael McVeigh.  
 
During the discussion that followed Councillor Michael McVeigh thanked the 
Chair, Vice-Chair and the Scrutiny Officer for their work.  
 
Councillor Ged McGrath noted that the report did not show him as a member of 
OSC during that period. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Annual Report 2020/21 
be received and noted.  
 
 
Note: Councillors Dave Banks and Ged McGrath left the meeting at this point 
 
 

C 21/23 Outside Bodies Annual Report  
 
Consideration was given to the Outside Bodies Annual Report 2020/21.  
 
Councillor David Moore moved the report, which was seconded by Councillor 
Andy Pratt.  
 
Questions from members followed. 
Councillor Sam Meteer thanked Councillor Weir and Councillor Pollen for their 
comprehensive and interesting reports. 
 



Councillor Felicity Wilson asked if it was possible to have substitutes appointed 
to outside bodies to cover for the appointed member if he/she was unable to 
attend. 
Councillor Moore responded that he would be happy to explore the possibility, 
but it did depend on the constitution of the outside body as to whether this was 
allowed. 
 
Councillor John Kane commented that it would be useful if an officer could 
accompany any member appointed to an outside body for the first time. 
 
Councillor Jackie Bowman asked who the portfolio holder was for the North 
West Employers Organisation (NWEO). 
In reply, Councillor Moore stated that most engagement between NWEO and 
the council took place at officer level. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Outside Bodies Annual Report 2020/21 be received and 
noted.  
 
Note: The meeting was adjourned at 4:40pm and re-convened at 4:50pm 
 

C 21/24 Exclusion of Press and Public  
 
RESOLVED – That the press and public be excluded for the remaining item items 
of business in view of likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 1, 2, 3 and 4 of part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended). 
 

C 21/25 Re-Organisation of Corporate Leadership Team  
 
Council considered a report from the Head of Paid Service regarding the 
restructuring of the Corporate Leadership Team. 
 
RESOLVED – That the recommendations as stated in the agenda report be 
agreed. 
 

C 21/26 Date and Time of the Next Meeting  
 
It was noted that the next meeting of Council would be an Extra-Ordinary 
meeting to be held at 2:00pm on Wednesday 28th July 2021.  
 
The Meeting closed at 5.10 pm  

 
Chair 


	Minutes

